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the repetition of a word in quick succession 
 
“Alone, alone, all alone, 
Alone on a wide, wide sea.” 

Samuel Coleridge, The Rime of the Ancient Mariner, 1834 
  

 
 

epizeuxis      e|p i|z eu|x i s      

Explain that epizeuxis is the repetition of a word in quick succession.  
 

Read the example from Samuel Coleridge’s The Rime of the Ancient Mariner, drawing 
attention to the epizeuxis of the words alone and wide. 

 
Underline the epizeuxis in this extract from William Shakespeare’s Macbeth: 

 

She should have died hereafter. 
There would have been a time for such a word. 
Tomorrow, and tomorrow and tomorrow, 
Creeps in this petty place from day to day 
To the last syllable of recorded time, 
And all our yesterdays have lighted fools 
The way to dusty death. Out, out, brief candle! 

  
 
   
       
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Read the extract from William Shakespeare’s Macbeth. 
 

Explain that the children should underline the examples of epizeuxis. The epizeuxis is 
marked in red below. 
 

She should have died hereafter. 
There would have been a time for such a word. 
Tomorrow, and tomorrow and tomorrow, 
Creeps in this petty place from day to day 
To the last syllable of recorded time, 
And all our yesterdays have lighted fools 
The way to dusty death. Out, out, brief candle! 

 

Discuss children’s responses 
 

Unpick potential misconceptions: 
 

• the repetition of and within tomorrow and tomorrow and tomorrow is usually not 
considered as epizeuxis as it is a word that is used very commonly (other such 
words might include of, a, an, to) 

• the and within tomorrow and tomorrow and tomorrow, and the to within day to day are 
not part of the epizeuxis so should not be underlined 

 

Ensure that children understand that: 
 

• the repeated words immediately follow one another with no gaps: out, out 
• there might be small words between the repeated words: tomorrow and tomorrow 

and tomorrow; day to day 
• gaps of more than a single word are not considered to be epizeuxis 
 

At this this stage focus on children’s ability to identify epizeuxis correctly rather than 
explain why writers might choose to use epizeuxis. 
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  Repeat words two or three times. 

 

The following types of words work well for epizeuxis: 
  

adverbs  The balloon rose up, up, up and away. 
The creature crept nearer and nearer. 

verbs   Alice fell and fell and fell for hours. 
The wind was howling, howling, howling over the heath. 

adjectives  She drifted into a deep, deep slumber. 
 

Explain that, although we could repeat a word indefinitely, epizeuxis typically involves a 
word being repeated once or twice. 

 

Explain that although any word can be repeated to create epizeuxis, it is most easily 
created by repeating adverbs, verbs and adjectives. (This will, of course, depend upon 
children’s understanding of these word classes.) 

 

Read the examples for each word class, for each identifying 
 

• the number of repetitions 
• whether there are no gaps between the repetitions as in up, up, up or single 

word gaps as in nearer and nearer 
 

Draw attention the choice of word being repeated. Epizeuxis typically serves to 
emphasise the word that is being repeated. In the example The balloon rose up, up, up and 
away. the word up is repeated to emphasise the height to which the balloon rises. In the 
example Alice fell and fell and fell for hours. the repetition of fell emphasises the depth and 
length of time of Alice’s fall. 

 
Which words would sound great if we repeated them to create epizeuxis?  
What effect does it create? 
 
Beneath the wide sky, water flowed gently between green fields, splashing over mossy rocks, dancing and 
sparkling in bright sunlight. 

Read the sentence in on the handout. 
 

Model the thinking process behind selecting words to be repeated using epizeuxis. 
 

“I think I might try repeating the word wide to create epizeuxis. I wonder if it will sound better 
with two or three repetitions - the wide, wide sky or the wide, wide, wide sky. I like it better with 
two – the wide, wide sky. I wonder if I should join the epizeuxis with and – the wide and wide 
sky. No, I think it sounds better without. The wide, wide sky – I like how repeating the word wide 
it really emphasises just how wide the sky is.” 

  

In pairs the children to identify other words within the sentence that might be repeated to 
create epizeuxis, deciding upon the number of repetitions and whether they will place a 
small word (usually and) between the repetitions. Ask them to consider the effect of 
choosing that word (reminding them that it has the effect of emphasising the repeated 
word to the reader). 
 

As a whole class, share examples of epizeuxis, discussing the the reasons that words were 
selected for repetition. 
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doubling up  Swords rose and fell, rose and fell, while axes cut and slashed, slashed and cut. 
 

 ___ as ___  The breeze was a soft as soft whisper over the still as still earth. 
 

 ___est of ___  The palest of pale moons sailed across the blackest of black skies. 
 

Share the magic tricks with the children, explaining that these are clever ways of using 
that are different from the ways it is typically used. 
 

doubling up Swords rose and fell, rose and fell, while axes cut and slashed, slashed and cut. 
 

This involves intertwining two examples of epizeuxis, either in an A B A B pattern as in rose 
and fell, rose and fell or in an A B B A pattern as in cut and slashed, slashed and cut. 

 

___ as ___ The breeze was a soft as soft whisper over the still as still earth. 
 

This involves joining two adjectives with the word as: soft as soft; still as still 
 

___est of ___ The palest of pale moons sailed across the blackest of black skies. 
 

This involves joining superlative form of an adjective to an adjective (sometimes 
functioning as a noun) using the word of: the palest of pale moons; the blackest of black skies. 
 

Reread the sentence that children previously discussed: 
 

Beneath the wide sky, water flowed gently between green fields, splashing over mossy rocks, 
dancing and sparkling in the bright sunlight. 

 

In their pairs, ask the children to apply one of the magic tricks to the sentence. Possible 
answers might include: 
 

• the wide as wide sky or the widest of wide skies (note changing the noun sky into the 
plural skies) 

• water flowed gently and gently flowed 
• green as green fields or the greenest of green fields 
• dancing and sparkling, dancing and sparkling or dancing and sparkling, sparkling and dancing 
• the bright as bright sunlight or the brightest of bright sunlight 

 
 
 

 

Rewrite these sentences by repeating words to include at least one example of epizeuxis. 
 You might include the magic tricks. 
 
 The children cried as the huge beast - with its sharp fangs and its cruel eyes  - shuffled closer.    

 
 

 
 Skye trudged endlessly on through the deep drifts of white snow up to the mountain summit.      

 
 

 
The fairies sang and danced for hours to the drip-drop of rain upon the silvery leaves of the tall oaks.   
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Ask the children to rewrite the sentences on their handouts to include at least one 
example of epizeuxis for each sentence. They might include the magic tricks. They need 
not change the sentence in any other way other than to repeat words to include 
epizeuxis. 
 

Solutions for each sentence include: 
 

original The children cried as the huge beast - with its sharp fangs and its cruel eyes  - shuffled 
closer.    

rewritten The children cried and cried as the huge beast - with its sharp as sharp fangs and its 
cruel as cruel eyes  - shuffled closer, closer, closer.    

 

original Skye trudged endlessly on through the deep drifts of white snow up to the mountain 
summit.      

rewritten Skye trudged endlessly on and on through the deep, deep drifts of white snow up, up, up 
to the mountain summit. 

 

original The fairies sang and danced for hours to the drip-drop of rain upon the silvery leaves of 
the tall oaks.   

rewritten The fairies sang and danced, danced and sang for hour after hour to the drip-drop,  
drop-drip of rain upon the silvery leaves of the tallest of tall oaks. 

 

Share and discuss children’s sentences, unpicking the reasoning behind the epizeuxis, 
celebrating successful examples and reworking less successful examples. 
 
 

 Write a short paragraph about this snowy nighttime scene.  
 

purpose  make the setting seem soft, calm and peaceful 
 

you may write about the sky, clouds, moon and stars 
   the snow falling from the sky 
   the snow settling on the trees and earth 
   an animal such as an owl, robin, deer, squirrel or dormouse 
 

snow words n blanket   canvas   cloak    diamonds   drifts   flakes   flurry 
  a angelic   crisp   crystalline   feathery   ivory   powdery   pristine   pure 
  v blanketed   brushed   danced   drifted   dusted   glittered   painted   settled 
 

challenge  1 include two examples of epizeuxis 
challenge 2 create epizeuxis using adverbs, verbs and adjectives 
challenge  3 include more than one example of epezeuxis in a single sentence 
challenge  4 use at least one of our magic tricks 

 
 
   
       

 

The royalty-free image used for the short writing task can be downloaded from Unsplash 
at unsplash.com/photos/PzhmEp_aDU4 
 
Display the image of the snowy nighttime scene, and explain that the children will write a 
short paragraph (or two) about this scene (although they might use their imaginations to 
go beyond it). 
 

Explain that the purpose is to make the writing feel soft, calm and peaceful, so they 
should use content and vocabulary that meets that goal. 
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Discuss the content they might include in their writing. A brief list on the handouts 
includes: 
 

• the sky, clouds, moon and stars 
• the snow falling from the sky 
• the snow settling – on the ground, on trees, fences, etc. 
• an animal wandering through the scene – a robin, deer, squirrel, fox, owl, etc. 

 
Share and discuss the snow word bank (n = nouns, a = adjectives, v = verbs), clarifying 
any unknown vocabulary, and how the vocabulary might apply to snow (the white snow 
laying on the ground might look like a canvas, for example) 

 

Walk children through four challenge levels, each of which are related to epizeuxis: 
 

1. the writing must include at least two examples of epizeuxis 
2. the writing will include at least one example of epizeuxis where a an adverb is 

repeated, one where a verb is repeated and one where an adjective is repeated 
3. the writing will include at least one sentence with more than one example of 

epizeuxis 
4. the writing will include one of the magic tricks 

 

Every child should aim to at least complete challenge 1. Challenges 2 to 4 are 
optional, not in any particular order, and are not cumulative. 
 

Co-construct an example of the writing as a whole class.  
 

An example of a completed co-constructed piece is included below, which you may 
choose to use or draw upon. Words within the model drawn from the word bank are 
underlined. Examples of epizeuxis are marked in red. 
 

A single feathery flake, pristine and pure, drifted and danced, danced and drifted through the still as still 
air. Soon a flurry of flakes crowded the night sky, painting the canvas of sky in the whitest of whites. They 
floated down, down down to the welcoming ground, brushing the silvery pines and settling softly, softly 
upon the powdery blanket of the earth. 
 

The children compose their own short pieces, considering the purpose, drawing upon the 
content ideas and word bank, and including the epizeuxis through the challenges. 
 

Share and celebrate. 
 

 


